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What’s Going On Around Here
Where did this month go?   I’m currently writing 
this from the Bocuare Jungle Adventure working 
with the HRTWAM (teen camp for U.S.).   The 
camp is over on the 31st of January, and this is 
my fifth year serving at this camp.   I give all 
glory and honor to my King for His blessings and 
faithfulness over the years.   The Creator of the 
Universe has allowed me to be a part of these 
teens’ lives, and it has truly been a blessing.  
Many times these camps and especially the teens 
of these camps have helped me to grow in my 
faith.   The Costa Rican teen camp has really 
taught me a lot about administration, leading, 
guiding, and, most importantly, SERVING 
others.   When my wife and I helped co-found this 
camp with Cove and Bethany Cook and founders 
Mark and Linda Roth, we felt like this camp had 
the potential to really be a game changer in 
teens’ lives.  We haven’t been disappointed by our 
King in the least.   

Sadly, this will be my last year serving full-time 
in the U.S. teen camp.   I’m sure, though, I will be 
popping in here and there at the camp.   My wife 
and I will continue serving full-time at the Costa 
Rican teen camp along with Mark Roth.  It’s been 
an honor and blessing to have worked with this 
teen camp and especially with Mark and Linda 
Roth and Cove and Bethany Cook.  I think it’s  

safe to think that we’ve learned a lot from one 
another. 

This doesn’t mean that teen ministry with teens 
in the States is over.   It’s actually just getting 
started!!!   I have some exciting news soon to be 
published via video.   The video is being edited 
and put together by a good friend, Chris Knight, 
(www.love4yeshua.com) who was also serving in 
this year’s U.S. teen camp as a main speaker.   He 
and I had some awesome times sharing with one 
another about ministry and what Abba is doing 
in the earth.  If you have teens that haven't heard 
of Chris, please, look him up and share him with 
your teens.   You will not be disappointed!   He’s a 
great guy with a great message, and he loves 
Y’shua with all his heart. :)     

We have the ministry training center on our 
plates now.   There are five participants in this 
year’s missions training center.   I will be writing 
about and videoing our experience over the next 
three months.   These videos will be posted to our 
YouTube channel.   

In the end, our job on earth is bearing and 
reproducing fruit.   Reproducing fruit through 
disciplining, teaching, and training others how to 
labor in and for the Kingdom of the God of Israel.  
Thanks for your faithful support.  Blessings to all 
and shalom.                      
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w h a t  w e  h a v e  
	 I S  A  H U G E  F A I L U R E  

o f  l o g i c  a s  w e l l  a s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b y 	 J o e l 	 S a n c h e z  

I want to share something with you this month that will hopefully be an encouragement.   If 
you could bear with me for a moment, I would like to draw from personal experiences over 
the past month and a half.   Before I start, I’d like to mention the result first.   I’ve been 
learning this throughout the teen camps over the past few years.    

What you are faithful with  NOW  is the most important thing  DETERMINING  what the 
Creator will give you NEXT. 

Keep that theme in your mind as we move forward because we will revisit it.   During the 
Costa Rican Teen Camp we took the tractor and wagon, like we normally do, up to the Cabecar 
Indigenous People.   We were going up to bring them food bags and Old and New Test. Bibles.  
We were also going to spend the afternoon playing games and soccer with them, but just as we 
were arriving the tractor slipped off the wet road down into a ravine.   The driver jumped off, 
and if he hadn’t it would have killed him.  YHVH guided the tractor to hit two trees in order to 
stop it from taking off up the other side of the ravine.   If the trees weren’t there, this would 
have been fatal but OUR GREAT ELOHIM is merciful and extended grace to us that only a few 
of the teens had scratches, one bruised knee, and a jammed finger.   In other words, everyone 
walked away from the accident without any problems whatsoever.  Praise YHVH.   

Before we left to go up to the Indigenous, I took some time to explain to the Costa Rican teens 
about equity and how they were going to visit some very poor people who live in dirt floor 
homes.   I further explained to them that this doesn’t make them a lower class citizen nor 
should it make you feel sorry for them.   All we had to do was treat them with respect and 
equity, in other words.   “They are just as happy with their lives as you are with yours,” I 
stated over and over.   

Little did I know that our Abba was going to use something that could have been tragic to 
teach us a lesson in equity!  After the accident, all of the Indigenous that were present rushed 
down to the accident scene and began helping everyone.   They even made a provisional 
hammock to help move the person with the banged up knee out of the bottom of the ravine.  
We went thinking we are going to exemplify and extend equity to the Indigenous.   Instead, 
they were the ones the Creator used to teach us a life lesson about equity.  

In that moment, I truly saw a glimpse of Kingdom life.  Indigenous people, people from the US, 
people from S. Africa, people from Canada, and Costa Ricans in that moment forgot who they 
were, so to speak, and came together in that moment where the most important thing was the 
wellbeing of everyone else.  If you could, imagine a whole village of Catholic Indigenous people 
helping our Messianic Jewish teen camp group by caring and offering anything that they had 
in order to serve us.   Talk about Torah in action, or in Hebrew, davar, which means word in 
action!   In my opinion, this is the heart of Torah, or true meaning behind Torah.   Torah isn’t 
necessarily a checklist that we check off because we’ve fulfilled it.   It’s about love, and at the 
end of the day love transcends all boundaries and languages.  Something that could have been 
tragic was turned into a teaching lesson in a matter of minutes.  That is   
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“Where do we go 
from here” 

the kind of Almighty that 
we serve. Halleluyah!   

A few weeks later my wife 
and I attended a Treasures 
of the Temple Conference 
hosted by Rico Cortes of 
W i s d o m i n T o r a h 
Ministries Temple.  It was a 
great conference, and I 
encourage all of you to buy 
the DVD’s.   It is a lot of 
information.   My wife left 
after a few days to visit 
some friends, and I stayed 
at the conference.   One 
n i g h t d u r i n g t h e 
c o n f e r e n c e , M a t t h e w 
VanderEls and I leave in 
his car to go get a quick 
bite to eat before the night 
session began.   We are 
stopped at a red light, and 
a Nissan Maxima rear ends 
us doing about 30 mph, 
pushing us into the car in 
front of us.   Long story 
short, Matthew’s car and 
the Nissan were totaled.  
That was the hardest I’ve 
ever been hit.   I’ve played 
many downs of football and 
never have come close to 
being hit that hard.   It 
blurred my vision for a few 
hours afterwards, but I 
was never discouraged. I 
wanted to ask why, but 
sometimes that doesn't 
need to be asked.     

Remember what you are 
d o i n g N o w 

d e t e r m i n e s  y o u r 
N e x t .    W h e n t h e 
opportunity came to exit 
off the highway and throw 
in the towel I chose to say, 
“Father, I trust you.  I may 
n o t u n d e r s t a n d 
everything. Abba, but I 
am learning your Ha 
Makom, Hebrew for the 
Place of YHVH, which is 
Holy!”  

Guys, what you are doing 
NOW and HOW you are 
d o i n g i t i s t h e m o s t 
important aspect about 
what God will give you 
next.   Life is about 
choices.   The Creator said 
choose life and not death.  
I think He knows best.  
Even when the why isn’t 
being answered, just keep 
moving forward because 
your now is connected to 
your next.  The choice you 
make determines which 
road you have to travel.  
That choice sometimes 
comes from caving in to 
the temptation of chasing 
after what you think is 
next and neglecting what 
YHVH is doing NOW.  

We have many folks out 
there r ight now just 
w a n d e r i n g a r o u n d 
because they haven’t 
found their purpose and 
mission in life.   When you 
are faithful in your NOW, 
your purpose, vision, and 
mission become clearer. 
When times come that 

it  seems like things are 
being removed or taken due 
to the pruning process, look 
around for what is left 
behind, and that is what 
you need to move forward 
into your Next.   

This is why what you are 
doing right now is so 
important.   What we learn 
in the now stage is actually 
what helps sustain us while 
we are in the next stage. 
There are many unhappy 
believers and non-believers 
out there in the world 
b e c a u s e t h e y f e e l 
u n f u l fi l l e d .   T h i s i s 
unfortunate because the 
solution is examining how 
faithful you are being in 
your now season.   How are 
you serving others?   How 
are you extending equity?  
How are you treating your 
spouse and children?   How 
do I line up to all of those 
questions?   What we are 
f a i t h f u l w i t h n o w 
d e t e r m i n e s w h a t w e 
receive next.   

If you have been going 
through some stuff and just 
can’t quite seem to get 
ahead, trust in Him, keep 
moving forward, and learn 
all you can in the NOW so 
that you can sustain the 
NEXT when it comes.   Let 
only the things of faith be 
le f t in this season of 
transition.  Even though it’s 
getting smaller, it’s for 
growth purposes.  Shalom. 							
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Teen camp participants for 2016 HRTWAM 

Gaby and Joel with David Jones, pastor 
at Ruach Ministries Int’l on lunch outing 

CONTACT INFORMATION  
Telephone: 318.219.5799 Skype name: clmcrucified Facebook: Cl Min   Facebook Page: clmins    

Youtube: user/joelsfp 
Donate online or make checks payable to: 

Crucified Life Ministries 
1306 Rushgrove Circle 

Dover, FL 33527 
www.crucifiedlifemin.com 

Brad Scott also came down to serve in the HRTWAM 
camp

Joel sharing at Ruach Ministries Int’l in Brandon, FL  

http://www.ruachonline.com
http://www.ruachonline.com

